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Once again, the Seminole County Sheriff Office has agreed to
support our event with child safety and crime prevention
information.
Volunteers are welcome for set up, logistics, and clean
up! Contact Antoinette Giunta at (407) 831-4105.
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Start planning now!

Park Pavilion
Repair
Board Member Toni Law
and her nephew Karl
Carlock completing a
day-long repair to a
leak below the slab at
our Park pavilion.
Thank you, Toni and Karl for all your hard work,
and to Corky Morris for assisting them!
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Message from the President
As we enter my second year as the President of

The Woodlands Civic Association, Inc., we
are busy with preparations for our annual
Easter in the Park event and working through
maintenance issues as they arise within the
subdivision. We had our hands full in 2015 learning the
precise financial status of the WCA and the needs of our
park and other common areas. Our goal for 2016, with
your help and support, is to continue to make needed
repairs and improvement and keep The Woodlands a
safe and welcoming place to live!
I am pleased that nearly all of our volunteer Board
members signed on for another year making it much
easier to focus on increasing our membership and
improving our community.
We have neighbors who approach us wanting to help,
and we want to do a better job matching our needs with
those helping hands. We are putting together a more
detailed list of even some of the smallest tasks so that we
can allow a greater number of residents to participate
without having the commitment of becoming a Board
member. For example, something as simple as putting
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out our Garage Sale signs twice a year, and then taking
them down a week later, would be a relatively painless
way to have a role with the WCA, and most of all, help
our community. Have a look at our ever-expanding list
at http://www.woodlands-fl.com/civicassociation/lend-ahand .
While on the subject, I’d like to thank Bill Engel for
volunteering to take over the posting of notices on the
message board at our front entrance. Thanks Bill, for
stepping in to replace Anna Slavich, who served us in
that role for four years. Thank you, Anna. Another
THANK YOU goes to O.J. Aldrich, who not only
maintains our current website, has also worked on a test
site to give the website a whole new look. Stay tuned for
news about that… It is wonderful to have so many
talented neighbors lending a hand.
I look forward to seeing each of you at our Easter in the
Park event on March 26, 2016.
Sincerely,
Todd Burnett

WCA Welcomes New Board Member, Dan Johnson

On February 9, 2016, dues paying WCA Members met in the Annual Meeting and Dan Johnson was
nominated to the position of Board Member. On February 21, 2016, the WCA Board of Directors
met with Dan, and voted to accept Dan as our newest Board member, replacing Jessica Mooney.
Dan Johnson has lived in The Woodlands since 2015 and is a music educator specializing in
percussion at a number of Central Florida public and private schools, a private tutor, a performer,
arranger and adjudicator. He is also the father of Daniel Johnson, Jr.

WCA Welcomes Back to the Board, Joe Maenza

The Board of Directors is very pleased to welcome back to the Board, Joe Maenza. Joe and his
family have lived in The Woodlands since 2001 and he has served as past vice president of the WCA.
Through the years, Joe has volunteered his service for many major projects and is a regular
distributor of the newsletter. I’m sure many of you know Joe and his beautiful German Shepherd
from their daily visits to the WCA park.

Thank you, Jessica Mooney and Kearston Miles for the past year of service with the Board.

STAYING SAFE
Deputy Gary Richard, of the Seminole County Sheriff’s Office
(SCSO), appeared before the general membership at the WCA
Annual Meeting and provided an update on calls and incidents in our
area. Despite 290 calls (80% of which were requests for patrol) and
two incidents between January 1, 2015 and February 5, 2016,
Deputy Richard indicated that The Woodlands compares very
favorably to other communities, especially being older and non-gated.
The Woodlands, like any great neighborhood, strives to be a
community in which neighbors help neighbors. The WCA Board seeks
to strengthen this effort with a two pronged approach.
Neighborhood Watch is one of the oldest and most effective crime
prevention programs that involves citizens as extra “eyes and ears”
in local communities. We are pleased to have a neighbor resurrecting
elements of Neighborhood Watch and coordinating volunteers.
Anyone interested in becoming a block captain should contact Todd
Burnett at (407) 416-6457. Block captains relay alerts and other
info received from the Neighborhood Watch leader to nearby
neighbors. No meetings/no patrolling.

We Love Our Neighbors!
As noted in our October 2015 newsletter,
NEXTDOOR.COM is a free private social network
helping neighborhoods to be stronger and safer.
Since October, the number of households in The
Woodlands on NEXTDOOR.COM have grown from
160 to 203 or a whopping 27%! While
NEXTDOOR.COM is not affiliated with the
Woodlands Civic Association, it is a great way to
share fast and relevant news and information.
Please join, and urge your neighbors to do the
same.
SCSO encourages participation in both
Neighborhood Watch and NEXTDOOR.COM.

WE LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS!
Nextdoor Woodlands
Join us at nextdoor.com

“Thank you to these Woodlands households
for your support of the WCA. Your dues help
to maintain and improve The Woodlands!”
Your WCA Board of Directors
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2016 Honor Roll
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The Woodlands addresses for which 2016 dues have already been paid as of March 10, 2016

WCA Park Access
WCA Park access is based on paid
membership status for the 2016
year! We hope to avoid any park
access card from being disabled and
have extended the cutoff for
management of access cards to
March 26, 2016.
To avoid deactivation of your card,
please submit your membership dues
prior to that date, if you have not
already done so. A 2016 membership

form is included in this newsletter for
your convenience. We welcome new
members year round!
Contact Toni Law (407-430-9120 /
tlaw117@cfl.rr.com) for questions
about membership.
Please note that a $10 fee is asked
to cover the expense of replacing
lost or damaged cards.
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Knocking Out a Few “To-Dues”
We are pleased to maintain the same $65 annual membership dues that the

WCA has had in effect since 2013, and now paying dues is even easier than
ever. If you seek the convenience of online payment, find a link on our
homepage: http://www.woodlands-fl.com/home.html .Thank you to all who
have submitted their 2016 membership to the WCA.
Loyal support of the WCA is your commitment to the betterment of
The Woodlands subdivision.

2016 MEMBERSHIP INVOICE
Your membership dues are used to pay for maintenance and upkeep of the common
areas, irrigation and landscaping, park maintenance, lighting, insurance, the American
flag, etc. They also help to host several of our community events throughout the year, for
the enjoyment of all.
We appreciate our neighbors who can devote some time to help their community by
volunteering. For a list of more activities, some requiring as little as an hour of your time,
check our website, www.woodlands-fl.com or contact one of your board members.

 Deliver Woodlands Newsletter
 Neighborhood Watch Coordinator
 Putting up Christmas Decorations
 Easter in the Park Volunteer

 Help with Park Clean-up Day
 Volunteer Coordinator
 Event Coordinator
 Other ______________________________

Please make checks payable to:
Woodlands Civic Association. Indicate “Woodlands 2016 Dues”
Mail to:
Woodlands Civic Association
Post Office Box 520721
Longwood, FL 32752-0721
I would like a park Access Card. ( )

Name:________________________________________
Address:______________________________________
E-Mail:________________________________________
Phone:________________________________________
Signed__________________________Date_________

( ) I would like an Office Depot Discount Card (WCA Members save on items and photo copying.)
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Bear Ordinance Revised
BEFORE REVISION:

West of I-4 there have been three human-bear conflicts that resulted in
serious injuries in 2013 and 2014. On December 8, 2015, the Seminole County
Commissioners determined that areas west of I-4 and certain areas east of I-4
(including portions of The Woodlands) had experienced a sufficient level of
incidents of bears foraging for food in refuse containers and other sources such
that it created a threat to the health safety
and welfare of Seminole County citizens and
visitors, and they adopted the Seminole
County Urban Bear Management Ordinance.
For properties falling within this boundary,
the ordinance became effective February 7,
2016 and required the purchase and use of
special containers, or alternatively restricted
how early garbage could be left outdoors for
collection. It also restricted outdoor pet
food, bird feeders, and ripened fruit, with
fines for noncompliance.
AFTER REVISION:

In a meeting held February 23, 2016 the
county's new urban bear ordinance was
amended to EXCLUDE the areas east of I-4
(including the portions of The Woodlands),
from the ordinance because, upon further
review by the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC), the excluded
areas had not had as great a prevalence of
incidents as the properties to the west of
I-4. Areas east of I-4 are now considered to be in a caution zone for further
study over the next nine months.
While many Woodlands residents are relieved to not immediately fall under
the mandate, we would urge all residents to be aware of the issues our
neighbors west of I-4 have been dealing with and understand the potential
threat in our own area. The FWC website is an excellent source of information
about how you can help eliminate attractants and how to protect yourself and
your family in the event a bear is seen in The Woodlands. Visit www.myfwc.com/
conservation/you-conserve/wildlife/black-bears

